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* Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in Malice.’’ 


FESTIVAL WEEK. 








No, 41, Fitton Friday, September 21st, 18297, “1d; 


| Oritique on Monday and Tuesday Evenings Performances. 


‘Tae Norwich Theatre (engaged by our old favourite Mr. J. Sloman for the Fes- 
tival Week,) opened on Monday Evening, with Otway's Tragedy of Venice Pre- 
served, and the after-piece of Turn Uut, the former for the purpose of again 
iutroducing Mrs, Sloman to the Norwich Andience, as Belvidera; the latter Mrs. 
Orger, (from Drury Lane Theatre,) as Mary Ann Ramsey, in the Farce of Turn 

. The house was bat thinly attended, and the performance went off with 
fnustal duliness, first froin the lighting it up, which scarcelyrendered the darkness 
which surroundedus, visible, and mext from the manner in which the Piay was sup- 
ported—we had hoped from Mr. Sloman’s announcing his list of New Actors, that 
although the nunibér in it Was small, it Was a select one, made from the best Com- 
panies who are at this time quitting their engagements ; but whether it was from 
wad all (or vearly so) heing strangers here, or from their having suffered fatigue 

m travelling, we tlever saw a Play so indifferently performed, with the exception 
of Mrs, Sloman av Belvidera, and Mr. Younge as Pierre, who both used exertions 
to rescue it from that heavy censure which threatened it. 

Mr. Younge” possesses a fine person and an extensive voice, he has also great 
jidgment as an actor, and bas had much. experience in and out of London, as w 
performer in the higher walks of Tragedy; we therefore Hail him asa star of mag- 
nitude in the Company. To speak of Mrs. Sloman in any thing but terms of the highest 
commendation, would be doing her great injustice, she is considerably improved in 
voice and judgment since she lett us, and ber periormance of Belvidera may be 
esteemed one of thé Best of tle present day, “Y 
> We are sorry to censure where we cannot praise, but it is our duty.‘ to, hold as 
*bwere the mirror up. to' nature,” to be a glass wherein the Actor should’ see hime 
selt, and by that, refornrhis abuses, and altogether endeavour to reech as near as 
possibic, that perfection which every public character should strive for.. ‘Vhe part 
of Jaffier was pertormed by a Mr, Mather, but so ineffectively ond so impe: fect 

rotghout, that we may ventire to say he'tained the whole performancc—thiere 
was no dignity, no patios, tuimterest us, and)so itamely was it enacted, that itis a 
mentten af surprise to.us how. Mrs, Sloman and Mr. Younge could proceed in the bu-. 
siness of the piece ; the audience bore witlr it patiently, till patience could avail no 
aaeer deve the hisses and wow Boe on of derision Sahitbe om, im torrents upomtbe 

actor; the remaiader of | the ehavacters(w are ot Jittie consequence 
with the audience okbonshe essential to the. ipods Were cae .. indiffereatly 
supported, e wish Mr. Sloman had opel with 2 © } it Wwotlld have been 
better, abd would also in all probability have established algoorl name tor the com? 
pany, Mr: Slomau delighted the audience betweduthe Play) andthe Karce wii 
i i 4, whieh he sings better than any petiormer, in the kingdom ; his 
voles in As at quality, and his manner of si aie altogether ot'bo sayerior an 
Order, that m tires, although he is generally. ealibaiiou x repeat his songs” 
three times ‘each night. ’ fi OR agaee deh acetet Sagor 

The After-picge of Turn Out went off with considerable spirit, supported by 

Mrs; Orger; Mr; Sloman, Mr, Burton, Mr, Heary and Mr, Booth—Mrs, Orger is 
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af Froes:caiobity in London, and has stood the test of may seasdmn t ‘ 


an agaress @ 
Sh ite with the audience, and is.on all occasions seen ta: 
RET hee thf the grett attention abc paypto the business ‘eho Undertatee® 4 
and ithertaleat she displags)” VO Eg? oils F 910080 pop 
thing ne og a £4 one non igh, and douarely sovbut ia (le 
nothing ne ; : r re le ' 
a re ano a fe uecbunt ot the ap ok we doubt mot have poet e 
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On TUESDAY RVENING (was per the Comedy of the WONDER,With}/ 


cast of the ‘ong,’and afforded us considerable pleasure — 


the Interinde of Love in Hui fe, and. the Farce of Fortune’s Frolic.— 
Sony Iwhs be ne any 
Youngé as “Don, Feliz, appeared to great advantage, and Mr. Booth as Colonet®: 


Briton. di ed: ncotsidératie knowledge of the art ; lie waseasy in his deport-|, 
ment, gent was er, and we may venture to say, the character has); 
seldom niet er sebretehtatve 5 Mei considerabl roved since we saw 
him last; adM BIA FIP CO bean offianient to the iif profession he has 
embraeed. Mr, Sldman ae Liesardo, with Mrs.- as‘Flora,and Mis. Pierce 
as Jnis, sustained. their characters with more than wy, abili d drew down 









tomultuous applause, particnlarly in the 9nd and.Srd Acts, we 
hetter sustained. “Miss Henry who performed Donna Isabel pleasing in 
her manner of acting and speaking ; she possesses a good voice, will be (we 
have no doubt) a greatfavorite during the stay of the Company, » .. | 

The Violante of Mrs. Sloman was all we could wish for in elegance of manner, 
and playfulness of acting —The play altogether was as well performed, and gave’ 
as much satisfaction to the audience, 2s we ever remember to have seen by a 
Company out of London.—Mr. Henry. is a very respectable actor. and sings wi 
much judgment, his voice is rathér thick and Ay a not-manage to, blend his natu-, , 
ral and feigned voice so wellas he ought, his shake is had, and wants cultivation. 
Mr Sloman’s Comic Songs andthe laterlude of ‘+ Love in Humble Life,” (which 
was admirably performed ) with the Farce of Foxtune’s,Frolic, concluded the amuse-, 
ment of the Evening, which did not terminate until Twelve o'Clock. 

Mr. Sloman’s R Roaghhead was highly amusing. Mr. Booth as Rattle, re- 
minded us of our old. friend, Mri Vining ; ithad all that spirit-aidivivacity so neces- 
sary for the part, while Mrs. Orger,c& Mrg.,Pierce, as[Dolly, and the Old Woman, 
where the véry best. representatives of those chanacters we ever witnessed, we 
hope as the audience- become mors accustomed to the Perfor 
occasion, they fiud;to be held. in high estimation amongst them, and that this 
undertaking of Mr. Sloman’s will be found to answer his purpose. 

The Performance at the Hall has been fully attended, and when we Consider the 
amazing strehgth of talent displayed, we cannot wonder ac it. _We will endeavor 


10 give an account of the Concerts in our next. 
the 


A NEW CORRESPONDENT. 
To the Publisher of the Theatrical Observer. nase 
Sir,—As I understand your late, Editor has left Nor 
wich, and fearing you might be inconvenienced. in not receiving your 
supply of matter {rom the Theatre, I have made a few remarks on it, 
which are much at your service, ...[f.my opinion should interfere with 
that, of any other person who may offer you criticisms, the public will 


judge. hetw, eis bisade otis Ayia laiig 

4 a Saar jana. tie. perfomance, or] should have given 
JORBDS hadebut r, Sloman cg AH eX, ¢ 
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there was much.) (an it, quite enough of medioenity;jénd' tom 
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; burt it is not sostenudo, as the Fuilians sa 
HT Aa Doel Felis he SD es 
one of the most pleasing efforts of fiction, became, 
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, or Cov , led thany to mpyor 
Mr, Young, whio as no ¢ to his name. Don Felix was not very 
ny. 
a turn we'to 4 thore pleasing character, Isabella—the Isabella of 
Miss Hensry—I should like to see again; and J could write a sheet of 


cinta pay 











ging herein: But whoever sees her will, ] ani stire,* join 
in asserting that shi th ye ‘powerfll talents, and a nice diseri- 
tion of character, attractions, Her voice 
is melodious, and her action perfect! Lompabc oi If she also is going 
to Aimetiea, | fear the, Yankees wil y an embargo on her. 
Of the rest of the dramatis persone Imay say with Churchill— 


* They got applause—I wish they’d get their parts.” 


And now for farce and fan. Mr, J, Sloman is certainly one of the 
most funny little fellows have ever seen. Although there is.much 
of the Jack Pudding about him, I defy any man who who is 

well hoo to prevent bursting with laughte: Med his 

songs. excellent voice and a good-ear enable him te give a fla- 
vour to his efforts which few grotesque actors possess. His“ Sweet 
Kitty Clover,” was worth to me more than the finest bravura of a Pasta 
ora Caradori.” T'tové to laugh, and those who do not, let them avoid 
Mr. Sloman. 

_ ‘The Interlude of “ Love in Hamble Life,” is «translation of a piece 
Lhave often seen in Paris, called Christine anid Michel. The bad- bad- 
ness of the translation, and the absurd alterations ‘the 
disgusted me—but thé acting Of Mies Henry te 3d 6 thuch of the 


s Set ee Your limits, I fear, would not permit te 








interesting: féaidle I saw perform it-in' Praned:° Mt Younye’s Soldier 
was tolerable, but poor 1, who has’ got ‘sortie” ‘German ” 
narae in this ie ng liok piece, was too baci nd nliedtous 0 belong to 
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On Wed ' the everlast of the Staanom 
for the pve of duplayng ee Sloman's abilities, in p Ap merne of Mra, 1. 
ler Wer nore it was’ indeed very effective, and made some amends for 


poor fellow! turns misanthropist; of course, becomes a 
cliaracter, and, the delusion of long spars and mustachios bein 
care sposo again by ascide.t, and, after a great deal 


le, | ot 
Nothin a Peal proves as this tragicc-omedy. that pity under any circumstances 
way over the female heart. The softer sex shed tears for Mrs, 
and her hasband’s misery; and their reconciliation has the effect 
April sun ‘borsting from a clond after a heavy shower. We are 
otzebue first brought out this piece, the ladies ured to, shed tears 



















even on the play-bills, and sobbed deeply as they were buying their tickets 
at the pigeo n-hole. ’ 

I was happy when this crying drew to a close, a resumed his 
reign. Mr. Sloman soan turned to joy; and the th e gods again 
proclaimed his triumph, Another French Interlude, under e, and badly 

> Was served 
gratifying one, 


pertormed, with the ionof Miss Henry’s aud Mr, SI 

up, and seemed to taste. of the andience ; a sign, and 

that we shall soon Sg to roast beef and plumb-pudding. e amusements 
h 


of this Evening closed Deaf as a Post, another translation from the French, of 
the Auberge Pleineor Le Sourd. 

Native dramatic talent seems to have breathed its last in England, or London 
managers consult their interest more than their credit and tbat ot the nation, by 

the stage to be disgraced by this trash of the mino: theatres of Paris, ren- 
dered still worse by the blanders of translatérs, who have not the art of conveying 
tie sense of the nal. Besides which, the caricatures exhibited in these pieces 
are peculiar to the French nation, Their English dress reminds me of one of 
aukward farmers to gged up in the frippery of a French fire-eater, or a bear at- 
tempting to play off the gambols ofa blue monkey. 

Thursday Evening was performed ISABELLA ; or, the FATAL 
MARRIAGE; than which nothing could be better adapted to prove 
that the company ought to confine themselves to the comic muse. 

Mrs. Sloman’s Isabella was very respectable. I had written a mi- 
nute critique on her performance, and on that of the gentlemen of 
the drama. But as I find that the limits of the Observer are very con- 
tracted, my remarks must.be buried in the tomb of the Capulets; 
but T must tell Messrs. Younge, Booth, &c. that they have sustained 
a great loss thereby; as, in my mirror, they would have seen their 
deformities. I hope next week to be able to obtain a more accom- 
modating medium for my lueubrations. Mrs. Orger, ‘in the Farce. 
sustained the reputation she has acquired in a long theatrical life, 
and Mr. Burton was.no bad Sir Carroway Comfit. 

I should recommend Mr. Sloman to eat less and think more, when 
he plays Biffin aguin. 

; ¥ ours, TIM TICKLE, 
From my garret in LoadonLane, sign of the Cat and Fiddle. 
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